Dear friends. Thank you! Thank you so much for the price “The testament of the prisoners”

In 1962, the Norwegian author and poet, Georg Johannesen wrote: “Norway is no longer the innocent little country from 1905 covered by snow. Norway has become a wheel in the biggest war-engine in the world”.

I Norway we like to present ourselves as a nation of and for peace. Every year we nominate a laureate for the Nobel Peace Price -  and we work as peace mediators in numerous countries. Our Minister of Defence has even tried to make Norwegians believe that our cluster-bombs are more human than other cluster-bombs.
Last year Norway even got a new peace office, as well. Former Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik, has opened his own private Peace Centre on Oslo’s westside, thanks to economic support from, amongst others, Kjell Inge Røkke and Aker Kværner.

This is the same company that had 700 employees in the Guantanamo Bay. Gutantanamo is, as you may know, US army’s secret torture prison, where 500 detainees are locked in cages, without any legal protection. 
13 years old children have been locked up in Guantanamo. The UN has condemned Guantanamo. So have international human rights organisations.
Aker Kværner’s equipment is used for building the cages in Guantanamo.

The company was responsible for the airport on the base and to give fuel to the planes that took of and landed there. Many of the planes brought prisoners from the Bagram-base in Afghanistan. They had been transported for hours with hoods on and their feet cuffed. 
We live in a dramatic and tense era. There are currently 33 wars going on in the world. Despite numerous disarmament agreements there are 30 000 nuclear weapons in the world. 5000 of those are on the alert, ready for launching.

Last year the world spent the incredible amount of 900 billion dollars on military expenses.
As international correspondent for NRK in two of the world’s most brutal continents, Latin-America and Asia, I’ve seen the consequences of the arms-industry.

In the 1980s and 1990s 220 000 Maya Indians where slaughtered, without any interference from the international society to stop the massacre. 220 000 living people got assassinated. Amongst them where 12 of Nobel Peace Price laureate, Rigoberta Menchu’s closest relatives.

When the Argentine military junta took power of the country in 1976, the death squadrons came out at night and abducted 30 000 people. They were “no-people” or statistics. They were individuals with spouses, children, lovers and friends. 5 000 ended up in torture chambers. Afterwards they got cement tied around their legs and were thrown in the ocean from helicopters.

Since the American invasion of Iraq in March 2003, at least 100 000 Iraqis has died as a result of the illegal war. More than 2000 American soldiers have been shipped home in coffins.

The pain when we loose someone we love is unbearable. When the spouse we love just disappears. When suicide bombers kill the person you love.
There is a lot of talk about fundamentalism these days. The United States is likely justifying its bombing of Iraq and Afghanistan with the fight against religious fundamentalists and terrorists. 
Something has obviously gone wrong when the USA now have decided to send their 150 000 soldiers in Iraq to a training course in ethics and moral. Bush, Rumsfeld and Cheney forgot to tell their soldiers that you shouldn’t torture prisoners -  or kill innocent civilians. This latest week, ten to twenty unarmed civilians, amongst them many children, where shot down in Iraq.
Those were the people that were supposed to become liberated from an evil dictator and his weapons of mass-destruction.

It shouldn’t surprise anyone that war-fundamentalists in the White House has taught their soldiers to kill. This is about war. To kill. Not to understand other cultures. 

War fundamentalist is what I like to call people – and systems- that always seem to prefer the use of bombs and missiles instead of dialogue, diplomacy and negotiation.  

War-fundamentalists are people that always listens to the advice from the arms-industry and their minions, while turning their back to international human rights and the UN.

They refuse to listen to the histories of the prisoners and their experiences, or read the reports from the human rights organisations who have all come to the same conclusion: Violence always creates violence -  and everything is interconnected. 

The military coup in Chile struck on the 11th September 1973. It was staged by the US. 3000 Chileans were killed during the coup. The nightmare, the dictatorship, the Pinochet-era lasted for 17 long years.

The attack on the World Trade Centre in New York did also take place on the day of 11th of September. 3000 people died in New York, like in Chile. It was revolting, brutal, cowardice, and it shocked a whole world.
State-terrorism in Chile. Suicide-bombers in New York. True democrats denounce all terror. All humans have the same value!!

The United States attacked Afghanistan and Iraq to fight the kind of terrorists and terror that hit the World Trade Centre. It’s been a mistaken strategy. Even CIA and conservative American research institutes have agreed upon the fact that the US wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have created more terror, and more terrorists. The wars have created more hatred and more Islam, militant suicide-bombers.

Between 1980 and 2003 there were in total 315 suicide attacks throughout the world. Since the American invasion of Iraq, where suicide attacks formerly were little known, more than 400 such attacks have been carried out in Iraq alone, in three years.
War-fundamentalists have developed their own peculiar logic. The logic of war. We can act how we want, because we have more arms and hence we are the strongest. 
Can we trust someone from Iraq?

Are statements from Muslims reliable?

Probably not! Let’s attack to be on the safe side. Let’s lock them up in Guantanamo Bay.

That’s the logic and nature of war-fundamentalists.

Why can a nation and politicians always afford weapons and an army?

Why are there billions for missiles and weapons of mass destruction, and no billions for victims of aids, for the poor, hungry and thirsty?
We ask ourselves: Why are there always resources to bombe, destroy, invade and occupy, and there is no money from the rich and privileged to create human dignity and peace?

The arms industry in little Norway had a turnover of 7 billion krones in 2005. Relatively to the Norwegian population, Norway is the biggest arms-trader in the world, and the 11th biggest in real numbers.

Our weapons, Norwegian weapons are used in Irak, Afghanistan and on the Gaza-strip. 

The peace nation Norway has participated in three wars the last seven years. Norwegian politicians have been forced to take ethical and moral decisions.

But all people, also us that are not national representatives have a responsibility. We cannot hide behind the politicians and say that this is none of our business.

We need more focus on ethics. 
In the huge debate following my film, “A little piece of Norway”, it was used as an argument against the film that I was a peace activist. It has been the national broadcasting NRK’s main argument for refusing to show the film.
That’s something new in Norway: that to take a stand for peace, working for peace, is disqualifying when making documentaries.

Many people are scared in today’s world. People fear their future, fear the next week, or tomorrow.

Where is the hope, people ask themselves?

The hope is there. The hope is that we can learn from history. From listening to the prisoners in South-Africa, the widowers in Guatemala, listening to those who have experienced war, who can tell us that war is no PC-game.

The hope is all the women leading the world’s human rights organisations. Many of whom are under suspicion – and accused for pandering with terrorism. But they stand strong and straight in the storm.

The hope is young people who crave for new knowledge and more knowledge, who refuse to accept the language of power and repeated truths of who’s the enemy and who’s the friend.
The hope is change, dialogue, diplomacy, conversations and knowledge….. as an alternative to bombes, threats, and suicide attacks.

The hope is that the sound of the war-fundamentalists drums will get drowned by the dreams of the peace activists, their songs and their louder and louder demands for a new world, where there is room for everyone.

Norway and the world need more peace activists, to fight against war and all forms of terror. The most important in the fight against war and terror is to fight poverty, repression and the increasing differences in the world.

It has been said that domestic politics decides how we live, and that international politics decide if we live.

I believe this is true.

Thank you for your attention.

I am tremendously grateful for the price I’ve received here today.

